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SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN THE UNITED STATES 


Through the Eyes of a Philippine Librarian 


GLICERIA S. DIMACULANGAN* 


I came to the United States on a 
technical assistance program of the 
Mutual Security Agency, now called 
Foreign Operations Administration, 
in connection with the vocational ed- 
ucation projects in the Philippines. In 
specific terms, Organization and Ad- 
ministration of Trade and Industrial 
Libraries, my work here was defined 
for me. I arrived on August 29, 1952 
and after two weeks of orientation 
classes in Washington, D. C., I pro- 
ceeded to Detroit where I was en- 
rolled in Wayne University for the 
fall semester. I attended courses both 
in Industrial Education and in Li- 
brary Science. I also observed and 
worked in Cass Technical High 
School and in Wilbur-Wright Vo- 
cational School for boys. On two 
nights a week I served for two hours 
a night in the technical library of the 
Industrial Education Department of 
Wayne University. I compiled bibli- 
ographies of materials in industrial 
and vocational courses based on the 
books in these schools. 

During the spring quarter of this 
year, I attended the library school in 
Carnegie Institute of Technology in 
Pittsburgh. There I had more courses 
in Library Science and much more 
time for observation and working in 
high school libraries. I was scheduled 
in each library for three weeks, work- 
ing from eight thirty to three thirty, 
three days a week. I also attended 
meetings of the librarians with their 
supervisor. 

After that stay in Pittsburgh, I was 
next sent to Los Angeles, California 
to be on time for the American Li- 


brary. Association conference which 
was held in June. My program called 
for my attending the full ten-week 
summer course in the University of 
Southern California. Attending the 
Workshops in School Libraries and 
the Seminar in School Library Prob- 
lems, I felt that both were fitting 
rounding-up of my already varied and 
fruitful experiences. If my former 
program consisted of study and obser- 
vation, this last gave me opportunity 
for reading library literature. I had 
more time to think of library philoso- 
phies. 

At this point, I would like to make 
it clear that what I am going to pre- 
sent are ideas I did not get from my 
readings but from actual conditions 
existing in the school libraries I have 
observed. 


I. The LIBRARY itseit: 


In all my visits, observation and 
work combined, in the two big voca- 
tional high schools in Detroit and in 
no less than seven in Pittsburgh, I 
gathered the impression that not a 
single item is there present without 
having in mind its use by the school. 
Elements conducive to meaningful 
learning and reading are there: the 
library is within easy, convenient 
reach by every one in school; it ema- 
nates homelike, comfortable and 
pleasant atmosphere; the materials 
needed are not hidden but are dis- 
played attractively; class projects or 
displays of hobbies in the glass-topped 
cases promote lively competition in 
one’s achievement; the aids in library 
use are present at all times. Thus the 


*This article is taken from the predeparture report of Miss Dimaculangan. The Editorial Board 
expresses appreciation to Miss Nora FE. Beust for arranging for us to use this report. 
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librarian works with ease and willing: 
ness, serving the whole school. 

It would not be difficult, I am sure, 
to have these essential conditions and 
equipment in our libraries at home, 
especially in the trade and vocational 
schools where students are trained in 
courses such as carpentry, woodwork- 
ing, electricity, drawing, metal craft, 
and auto-mechanics for boys. For 
girls, we have among other things, 
homemaking. In the matter of the 
library room, if the present one is not 
appropriate, another one can be se- 
lected and if it needs improvement. 
the students in carpentry can make 
innovations as part of their projects. 
Tables, chairs, cabinets, bulletin 
boards, charging desk, shelves and 
other “musts” in library equip- 
ment are within the easy execution of 
woodworking students under the guid- 
ance of our teachers. Proper lighting 
is an excellent project in the electric 
department. The girls in the home- 
making department can be stimulated 
to plan the library’s decoration and 
arrangement. 

Money is a problem. Of course it is 
in everything but the library is not a 
luxury item in the total school plan- 
ning. School library service is an es- 
sential part of the school program. 
It must expand, it must be recog- 
nized, it must have more meaning 
than the lip meaning it has been 
civen. 


Il. The LIBRARIAN: 


All the schools I went to have pro- 
fessionally trained librarians. In De- 
troit, both schools I worked in have 
student assistants. In Pittsburgh, in 
two schools there are two professional 
librarians in each with full-time cler- 
cal and paid assistants. In the others, 
there is only one librarian in each 
hat is trained and one clerical assist- 
nt each also. All schools have student 
elp. 


Services of the Librarian I observed: 


1. The librarian works with the 
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teachers in selecting materials for cer- 
tain units or assignments in their class 
teaching. The teachers notify the li- 
brarian ahead of time regarding the 
materials needed and of course ex- 
plain to the librarian the units as- 
signed. She looks over her collection 
on the shelves, pulls out those that an- 
swer the purpose, and if there are not 
enough materials, makes use of the 
interlibrary loan with the public li- 
brary or other school libraries. But 
the important thing is that the teach- 
ers and librarian cooperate to serve 
the student needs. The books are used 
and supplement the textbook. 

2. Then the teacher comes to the 
library with his class and examines 
the material prepared on the tables 
by the librarian. Each class is given 
a scheduled period in the library de- 
pending on the time and frequency 
decided upon by teacher and _ li- 
brarian. 

3. There are days when the librari- 
an gives book talks to scheduled 
classes in the library, with the idea of 
“selling” books and making boys and 
girls acquire interest in reading. The 
book talks cover different subject in- 
terests in several books. I noticed that 
these talks boosted up circulation. 

4. The librarian prepared book lists 
for teachers and pupils. These have 
short annotations, and often are ac- 
companied with displays on bulletin 
boards. On the charging desk there 
are always small book markers to go 
with books borrowed. The design on 
the book lists and markers are 
planned by the students themselves. 

5. The librarian teaches the stu- 
dents to use the library effectively. 
Students are helped by the librarian 
in their reference work by explaining 
the use of the card catalog, indexes 
and the information file of materials 
that supplement books. This service 
goes farther than the present use of 
the school library. Unconsciously the 
student is given the foundation for 
locating materials by himself when he 
is out of school. 











6. The librarian notifies teachers 
and principal of the new materials 
that have been added to the library 
collection. 

7. In the vocational schools, I have 
observed the librarian sends books 
and other materials to the shops for 
the use of the students either for just 
a period or for longer time. The use 
of the materials become really func- 
tional in that when they are needed 
for a project, they are accessible. 

8. The book truck often times is 
used to transport the books a class 
needs in the classroom and the li- 
brarian or the student assistant pushes 
it. 

9. There is a table reserved for the 
faculty in the library with such type 
of materials as courses of study, pro- 
fessional magazines or catalogs from 
publishers. 

10. I did not observe this but I was 
told that at the beginning of the 
school year, the librarian invites new 
teachers to the library or she gives tea 
to all the teachers. When I say tea, 
I mean just that with a few cookies, 
not a feast. This is an unobtrusive, 
tactful way, I think, of making teach- 
ers see the resources of the library, 
making them aware that it is there. 
Also, not unfrequently, faculty meet- 
ings are held in the library where 
sometimes the principal may include 
in the agenda the reading of a list of 
new books or magazines added to the 
collection. That is when the admin- 
istrator recognizes the proper place of 
the library in his school program. 

11. The librarian attends all faculty 
meetings, serves on committees on cur- 
riculum planning. Her attendance 
during meetings is important because 
she can answer questions or give in- 
formation on the available materials 
in the library. She can suggest ways 
of acquiring materials or promises to 
have them ready through interlibrary 
loan or some other means. She is in 
short, a consultant on materials and 
of course, a teacher. 

12. The librarian submits periodic 


reports to her principal and super- 
visor. Also, she has frequent talks 
with the principal on general policies 
or problems of the school library. 
These reports are necessary to inform 
the administrator of the role of the 
library in the total school program, 
to make him give continued support 
in the matter of expansion and better 
library service, especially if a state- 
ment of objectives planned but not 
yet realized is included in the report. 

13. Again in Schenley High School, 
the librarian helps in the reading 
guidance program of the school. She 
selects and acquires materials suitable 
for the poor or slow readers. This is 
in cooperation with the reading guid- 
ance counsellor of the school. 

14. The librarian attends book 
meetings called by the Supervisor of 
libraries to select and discuss books. 
I attended one such meeting in Pitts- 
burgh which lasted for a whole day. 
Before the meeting, each librarian is 
assigned to read a few books and she 
may ask the teachers in her school to 
help her evaluate these books. She 
reviews the books during the meet- 
ings with the proper comment of 
either suitability or not, in the collec- 
tion. Lively discussions in agreement 
or disagreement accompany these 
book meetings. 

15. The librarian invites students to 
form library committees or clubs. The 
members are selected by different 
methods depending on the school pol- 
icy. The librarian works out a pro- 
gram so that these students who work 
without pay, spend their time on ac- 
tivities of some educational value. 

All these activities are done by the 
librarian. I might even have missed a 
few! The question naturally arises, 
“How does the librarian find time or 
do all these? She is not a superman 
by any chance?” To partly answer the 
question one has to understand the 
prevailing trend in school librarian- 
ship which now lays emphasis on 
service rather than on “library house- 
keeping.” It goes a long way from 
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the single textbook method of teach- 
ing to the present changes in modern 
education where more independent 
reading is done. One has to under- 
stand the work of the librarian as 
educator, administrator, and student 
all rolled into one being. The librari- 
an and the school library are accom- 
plishing the purposes of education. 

But without the following reasons 
the school librarian could not have 
done even a few of the above services: 

1. The librarian has had the neces- 
sary training and background. 

2. She is given the essential clerical 
help or knows how to organize one 
from student assistants. 

3. She is under the supervision of 
one trained in leadership, the super- 
visor of libraries or a library special- 
ist. 

4. She has the cooperation of her 
administrators who follow standards 
in library planning based in the use 
of her particular school and situation. 

5. Her mechanical work is reduced 
to a minimum by the use of simplified 
routine such as; not using the acces- 
sion record, the shelf list is enough; 
lettering at the back of the book used 
only for non-fiction. When there is 
centralized cataloguing the work of 
the librarian or the mechanical phase 
of it, is greatly reduced. 


III. The BOOK COLLECTION: 


If anything impressed me in the 
book collection of the school libraries 
in Detroit and in Pittsburgh and | 
think anywhere in the United States, 
it was not their number nor variety 
but the fact that they are displayed in 
open shelves, right in the reading 
room. The students are free to han- 
dle them, examine, take out or return 
to the shelves. Boys and girls are free 
to browse among them, find the books 
that may answer their questions or 
arouse their interest. There are dif- 
ferent types of books on the shelves. 
There are the books ready for refez- 
ence such as two or even more sets of 
encyclopedias; dictionaries that are 
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unabridged, and others for fact find- 
ing; informational books in all fields 
as: social science, history, useful arts, 
mathematics, fine arts, physical sci- 
ence, history; recreational books most- 
ly fiction, though any book that gives 
satisfaction to the reader could be 
termed recreational; books for slow 
readers; on literature, teaching aids 
and librarian tools. So many elements 
go into the evaluation and selection 
of these books, some theoretical, some 
practical. 

At home, our book selection the- 
ories learned from our readings or 
courses in book selection are never 
put into practice because we are not 
given opportunities to select the books 
that go on our shelves. 


Book selection in the United States 
is a matter in which the librarians 
who have had the background for this 
work because of their training and 
education be given a free hand. Also 
they have learned the needs and in- 
terests of boys and girls, and have 
the cooperation of teachers in their 
work with them. But again, as I said, 
not all our libraries have people who 
had had any library training and even 
if they have such training, they still 
need to read and read themselves, to 
get the feel of their books, to be able 
to know what things would be of in- 
terest to the different types of stu- 
dents. Before she call “sell” her book 
she must have an enthusiasm for it 
herself. 

At this time when we do not have 
enough books nor the right kind of 
books we would want to have, I sug- 
gest that librarians examine their col- 
lection and prepare book lists in at- 
tractive forms for the teachers and 
pupils. We need advertisement of 
what we have and not dream of what 
right now is hard to attain. 

Collection is of course, not con- 
fined to books alone. Libraries in the 
United States all have other materials 
that contribute to making education 
of boys and girls meaningful and pro- 
ductive. Pamphlets are numberless, 
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magazines are selected with as much 
care as books, pictures are filed and 
visual aid materials are necessary tools 
too. 

We do not have in the Philippines 
publishers or book jobbers who could 
lend us books for evaluation or se- 
lection. The more reason then why 
we should have enough professional 
books to aid us. In each school library 
there should be at least; Standard 
Catalog for High Schools, Children’s 
Catalog, Magazines for School Li- 
braries, Vertical File Service Catalog, 
and for magazines to make the li- 
brarian aware of what is happening 
in her own field, we must subscribe 
to: The Booklist, The Library Jour- 
nal, A.L.A. Bulletin, Wilson Library 
Bulletin and the Horn Book. 


IV. SCHOOL LIBRARY NEEDS 
IN THE PHILIPPINES: 


Economic conditions in my country 
will prevent putting into effect some 
of the improvements and other prac- 
tical methods that I have observed 
here. All things seem to have a pri- 
ority in importance when a country is 
barely recovering from the effects of 
a war. But our government and espe- 
cially the people in the educational 
field are earnest in wanting to bring 
about changes that will mean better 
ends for us. Also most of the im- 
provements I am_ recommending 
would not cost too much money. A 
greater effort among us librarians to 
change our old concept of our work, 
an understanding of the real functions 
of the school library, and the coopera- 
tion of the immediate administrator 
and teachers, will be good enough 
starting points on our part. Changes 
will bound to come but they will 
come slowly and like all good things, 
I am sure those changes will be worth 
waiting and working for. 

The kind of personnel that would 
be best served by a future study trip 
to the United States, is in my opinion, 
one that we most need in my field: 
somebody to be trained in supervision 
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of school library service in the whole 


Philippines. We have all kinds of 
supervisors in the Bureau of Public 
Schools, but we don’t have a person 
in charge of the over-all program of 
librarianship. I think, we need more 
than mere reading, which we can do 
at home, about the importance of the 
library in education. We need some- 
one to put his whole study on this tre- 
mendous thing, someone who is al- 
ready a librarian with experience and 
education and with administrative 
ability. It is leadership that we want 
among us librarians. 

I would suggest that although the 
person to be sent here has had library 
education and experience already, he 
be allowed to take advanced courses 
in Libraries for Children and Young 
People, Seminars in Library Problems 
and Workshops. A program of exten- 
sive observation of state library super- 


vision with visits to states that are 
alike our country should also be 
worked out. I believe he has to 


study conditions in the states that are 
not too big or very progressive but 
such as comparable to our size and 
economic conditions. This study 
should not be limited in scope as just 
a study of vocational, industrial or 
agricultural library supervision, but 
should be general study of an over-all 
supervision of the library program in 
my country. 

I realize that whatever information 
I have gained through this program 
that was so splendidly planned for 
me, is not for me alone nor for my 
own school only. I must let all the 
librarians in my field get the benefit 
of what I have learned. But first of 
all I would like to have a conference 
with the Chief of the Industrial Sec- 
tion of the Bureau of Public Schools 
in order to report to him my observa- 
tion and knowledge learned in the 
United States. If he would allow me, 
I would present to him in a “discuss- 
it-method” the recommendations that 
I think need his consideration. In 
outline form, they are the following: 


School Libraries 




















fara ine ditt 





Per Rahn Et eanay rept rian lett TANT 


(a) a survey of our school library 
system to find out not only the 
immediate needs but the actual 
existing conditions. . 

(b) formulation of standards with 
both quantitative and qualita- 
tive aspects or considerations. 

(c) need for a personnel in the 
Bureau of Public Schools to 
provide the leadership, admin- 
istration and supervision in 
school library improvement. 

In my enthusiasm for the study of 
the problems of librarianship, I am 
carried beyond the purpose of my 
coming here, which is the study of 
industrial libraries, but a study of 
school library problems is not that 
narrow: it is so broad, it is education 
itself. I will try to make my admin- 
istrator see that is a need of the whole 
country. 


V. IMPRESSIONS OF THE 
UNITED STATES AND CON- 
CLUSION: 


Any present changes in my proto- 
types of Americans which existed in 
my mind before I came to the United 
States are very few, yet there are .a 
few. Although I have read of the 
many labor-saving devices in Ameri- 
can homes, still it was not till I came 
and saw girls and women in their 
homes, that I learn how hard they 
work at making that home pleasant 
and nice to live in. They keep house 
and at the same time work for a liv- 
ing. My idea when I was a child was 
that American girls do nothing but 
make themselves beautiful. I also 
thought they would be “stuck-up” 
and I was worried about the way I 
would have to live among them. 
There was no need for worry: a more 
‘riendly people I never saw outside 
my own home. 

My idea of professors or specialists 
in education was that they would be 
very dignified and wise. Dignified 


and wise they are, but very approach- 
able and not at all forbearing. As a 
student, the friendly attitude of my 


December 1953 





teachers and sponsors gave me more 
confidence in myself. The students 
and ordinary people one meets on the 
streets are no different from the ones 
one meets at home. I feel so happy 
and wonderful to learn by experience 
that people everywhere are the same 
at heart. You find kindness and 
friendliness in people you would 
think are so very different from yours 
because of so many factors. I come 
to learn that such factors need not 
exist between people if only they will 
try to understand each other. 

During my stay in the United 
States, I tried to be in close contact 
with the American people in addi- 
tion to those in classes or schools 
where I naturally had to mingle with 
them. In Detroit I roomed with a 
girl from Ohio and all around me 
were other American girls. On 
Thanksgiving and Christmas I sa- 
vored the very fine hospitality of 
American families where I was made 
one of them. I was particularly for- 
tunate to observe with them the 
famed traditional Thanksgiving din- 
ner of turkey complete with stuffings, 
cranberry sauce, and pumpkin pie 
that has to go with it. My roommate 
and other friends tried to let me see 
different aspects of American life. We 
went to football games, skating expe- 
ditions, concerts and symphonies, and 
most unforgettable experience of all, 
was our week-end trip to Niagara 
Falls in Canada. That was wonderful 
because of the snow on the way. If 
ever there is something of the many 
fascinating things I would like to take 
back home, it is the snow which no 
amount of seeing in the movies could 
equal the experience of feeling and 
touching it. 

In schools we have international 
clubs to which Americans freely at- 
tend. On several occasions I had to 
wear my Filipino costume and it nev- 
er failed to invite flattering comments 
and interest on the part of the Amer- 
icans and others. In almost all the 
cities that my training required me to 








stay, emphasis and interest in the arts 
is very much stressed. I had then a 
wonderful time visiting art galleries, 


museums, attending concerts and 
plays. Public libraries have music 
sections and I spent countless hours 
listening to recorded music. 

On several occasions, I gave talks 
to groups of high school students that 
I visited in their schools. Once it was 
to a big group of librarians in Pitts- 
burgh that I gave a talk. In all these 
talks I was requested to say something 
about my country, for young people 
as well as the adults admit that they 
don’t know too much about the Phil- 
ippines. But all seem to have a wish 
to have a better understanding be- 
tween the two peoples. The young 
people were all eager to know about 
the every day living of the Filipino 
youths; the kind of clothes they wear; 
their food; their home life; the weath- 
er; the dating system and other recre- 
ational activities; the language, and a 
host of other questions. So many ex- 
pressed the wonder that after a stay 
of only a few months I could speak 
the language and it is only after such 
talks that they learned that English 
is the method of instruction in our 
schools. In Pittsburgh, one night I 
helped another Filipino student show 
some slides about the Philippines to 
the YWCA group. After such contact 
with the American people, I always 
left with a feeling of satisfaction that 
in my little way I have brought my 
country nearer to the people of the 
United States, in understanding, in 
friendship. 

This report would not be complete 
without expressing my appreciation 
and gratitude to the wonderful peo- 
ple who with their help, cooperation 
and guidance made my training a suc- 
cessful one. The experience has been 
wonderful, my stay from beginning to 
the end a pleasant one. It is with re- 
gret that I say good-bye to this coun 
try. 
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Japan Passes School Library Bill 


The National Diet of Japan recent- 
ly passed the School Library Bill, an 
important step toward the develop- 
ment of better school library facili- 
ties and services in Japan. The law 
states that school libraries shall be 
established in all schools. Further- 
more, “Schools shall furnish: school li- 
braries to children or pupils and 
teachers for utilization by such meth- 
ods as generally mentioned in any of 
the following items: (1) To collect 
library materials and furnish them to 
children or pupils and teachers for 
utilization. (2) To classify or arrange 
library materials properly and make 
their list as complete as possible. (3) 
To conduct group reading, study 
groups, film forums, motion picture 
shows, exhibitions of materials, etc. 
(4) To give a proper guidance to chil- 
dren or pupils in connection with the 
utilization of library materials and 
the school library. (5) To keep in 
close touch and cooperate with li- 
braries of other schools, public li- 
braries, museums, citizens’ public 
halls, etc.” 

The law provides for the appoint- 
ment of a School Library Council of 
twenty members by the Ministry of 
Education. This Board will serve in 
an advisory capacity, recommending 
to the Ministry of Education ways and 
means of carrying out the intent of 
the bill. 


Alabama Has New 
School Libraries’ Consultant 


Martha Jule Blackshear, native of 
Headland, Alabama, became State 
School Library Consultant June 1, 
1953. She holds degrees from Howard 
College and Florida State University, 
and has had eight years’ teaching and 
library experience in Florida and 
Georgia, coming to Alabama from a 
position with the regional library of 
Bainbridge, Georgia. During the war 
she did station hospital work with 
the American Red Cross. 
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STUDENT ASSISTANTS’ ORGANIZATIONS 


by ANNABELLE KOONCE 


Mississippi State School Library Supervisor 


For a number of years school li- 
brarians in Mississippi had been talk- 
ing about organizations for student 
assistants. In November, 1951, the li- 
brarian of West Tallahatchie High 
School invited all neighboring librar- 
ians and their student assistants to 
meet at his school. Those present 
voted to form a regional organization 
called the Delta Library Assistants 
Club, DLAC for short. For the re- 
mainder of that school year the meet- 
ings were held during the latter part 
of a school afternoon and continued 
into a night session. The organization 
belonged to the students, and they 
met with the librarian whom they se- 
lected as their sponsor. Since the 
other librarians usually served as 
chauffeurs, anyway, they set up their 
own group to discuss their problems 
while the students were meeting. Two 
other meetings were held at Delta 
schools in that school year. 


In September, 1952, a clinic was 
held for student assistants of DLAC. 
Three discussion groups with librar- 
ians serving as leaders were held in 
the morning and again in the after- 
noon. Each student chose the group 
in which he wished to participate. 
Topics for the first session were pub- 
licity, reference work, library clubs; 
and for the second session, vertical 
file, book mending and book selec- 
tion. 

Of course, the school librarians of 
the region were there, too, but they 
were in another part of the building. 
{t was the student assistants’ day! 

After the committee on student as- 
sistants of the library section of the 
Mississippi Education Association had 
succeeded in’ getting the support and 
cooperation of a number of school 


December 1953 


superintendents, the state was divided 
into fourteen regions (including the 
one already organized). Geographic 
divisions were made so that no one 
school group should have more than 
fifty miles to travel to a meeting. 

At the meeting of the Mississippi 
Library Association the chairman of 
the library section appointed a chair- 
man for each of the regions. The re- 
gional chairman was to call upon 
anyone else in the region for help, 
but he was to be responsible for mak- 
ing arrangements as to time, place, 
and program for the organizational 
meeting. 

The Library Supervisor, State De- 
partment of Education, sent out helps 
and hints to the chairmen. Some of 
these were: 

1. Select the time and place as far 
in advance of the meeting as 
possible. It is effective if the 
person making the arrange- 
ments writes to the librarians in 
the region, then soon afterward 
the superintendent of the host 
school writes to the superin- 
tendents in the area_ telling 
them of the importance of hav- 
ing their librarians and students 
attend the meeting. 

Ask the local superintendent in 

advance to give a word of wel- 

come to the visitors. 

3. Select a main speaker or have 
a short program that appeals to 
both students and librarians. 


ro 





The Cover Picture 


Look here, man! Two students find 
time to look at a book during one of 
the regional meetings of Student As- 
sistants in Mississippi. 

















4 After the joint meetings, the 
student assistants will have their 
own meeting. 

a. Have one librarian 
with the students. 

b. If the skits by students from 
each attending school were 
not presented to the entire 
group, they may be given in 
the student assistants meet- 
ing. 

c. Let the student assistants 
have buzz sessions on topics 
in which they are interested. 
Have them divide into 
groups of five or six and dis- 
cuss such topics as library 
club programs, library pub- 
licity, reference work, the 
vertical file, etc., for about 
ten minutes each. 

d. After students have had a 
chance to get acquainted, 
have the election of officers. 
It is a good idea to have 
only one officer elected from 
any one school. Each nom- 
inee can stand and give a 
thumb-nail sketch of him- 
self. Elect a president, vice- 
president, secretary, and re- 
porter, and adviser (a_ li- 
brarian from the region). 

e. Be sure that something del- 
inite is planned for every 
minute of the student assist- 
ants’ time. 

Soon after the chairmen had been 
appointed, the second region to or- 
ganize in the state met at Stewart M. 
Jones Junior High School. Student 
assistants were glad to have an oppor- 
tunity to explore another school. ‘The 
librarians and student assistants had 
a joint session in which the superin- 
tendent and principal welcomed the 
visitors. The school library super- 
visor congratulated those present on 
being the second region in the state 
to organize and offered suggestions 
as to what the organization could ac- 
complish. 

In the student assistants’ mecting 
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several of the schools presented skits. 
When time came for elections, each 
school made nominations from its 
own group. Each nominee stood and 
gave his pedigree—how long he had 
been an assistant, what he did in the 
library, and any special’ talents that 
he had. After the lively elections, stu- 
dents separated from their fellow 
townsmen and divided into groups 
for buzz sessions on such questions as 
“What do you do in the library?”, 
“How is your Library Club organ- 
ized?” After lunch there was a short 
business session belore everyone vis- 
ited the Lauren Rogers Library and 
Museum. 

Chairmen and their student assist 
ants from other regions who attended 
the meeting to get pointers indicated 
later that their scouting really proved 
to be a help in arranging their own 
meetings. Regions that organized 
later have profited by the experiences 
of the earlier regions. The first re- 
gions have always been glad to share 
their findings as to good and bad 
policies with other regions 

Twelve of the fourteen regions are 
now organized. What has been ac- 
complished so far? Students have 
been able to visit other libraries to 
see how they look and how they are 
operated. ‘They have seen their work 
as student assistants gain prestige. 
The horizon of librarianship has 
broadened for them, and many are 
considering librarianship as a career. 
They are gaining in poise, conti- 
dence, and experience from taking 
part on programs and serving as ot- 
ficers. They are able to exchange 
ideas with other student assistants to 
improve their own library work. 

What is the future of these organ- 
izations in Mississippi? First of all, 
they are here to stay. Many students 
have already expressed a desire for a 
state-wide organization. They em- 
phatically say, however, that it is not 
to take the place of the regional or- 
ganizations. They realize the advan- 


(Continued on page 23) 
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Milwaukee’s Student Librarians’ Association 


MILDRED RAMAKER 


Monday, September 28, was a ban- 
ner day for the student library clubs 
of Milwaukee’s nineteen secondary 
schools. At the invitation of the Li- 
brary Cadet Club of South Division 
High School under the direction of 
Miss Mildred Ramaker, librarian, one 
hundred delegates representing  six- 
teen secondary schools gathered in 
South’s big sunny library, drew up a 
plan for an interschool student  li- 
brarians’ association, and declared 
themselves charter members of the 
newly created organization. 

The conference on Monday was not 
the first meeting of the representa- 
tives of the student librarians in Mil- 
waukee. During the last two years 
there have been three of these meet- 
ings: a panel discussion of the prob- 
lems of student library assistants at 
Bay View High, a similar discussion 
at North Division, and a tea at Rufus 
King. Welcoming the exchange of 
ideas and the social contacts of these 
meetings, but keenly aware of a need 
for diversified informational and in- 
spirational programs for all student 
library assistants, the Library Cadets 
of South Division urged the adoption 
of a more formal organization, a fus- 
ing of the sixteen clubs into one close- 
ly knit association with well estab- 
lished objectives and planned activi- 
ties. 

That the conference on Monday 
was a success and that the goal of 
formally organizing an association was 
achieved was due in large measure to 
the leadership of the speaker of the 
afternoon. Our own executive secre- 
tary of the American Association of 
School Librarians, Mrs. Rachael De- 
Angelo, was our guest speaker. Dur- 
ing the first few minutes of her ad- 
dress, when Mrs. DeAngelo was re- 
counting enthusiastically the varied 
activities of a library club she had 
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once sponsored in a New York high 
school the delegated boys and girls 
alike, began quietly, but hurriedly, 
to extract pencils and scraps of paper 
from purses and jacket pockets to jot 
down brief notes for future reports to 
their individual clubs. This was one 
of the really impressive moments of 
the afternoon. To see a group of teen- 
agers eagerly preparing, not for an 
assigned test, not for a report due 
within the next twenty-four hours, 
but for voluntary service to expand 
the use of the resources of the library 
-—this is to experience one of those in- 
tangible rewards that come to the 
teacher and the librarian. 

Following her discussion of the pat- 
terns and techniques of student li- 
brarians’ associations in Other cities 
and states of our country, Mrs. De- 
Angelo guided the delegates in their 
discussion and adoption of the kind 
of organizational pattern best adapted 
to their needs. The Milwaukee stu- 
dent librarians’ association will func- 
tion by means of an executive council 
consisting of two delegates from each 
club, one of whom must be a junior. 
This provision insures a continuity by 
establishing an experienced nucleus 
ready to charter association activities 
for each new year. The council will 
elect its own officers, the president of 
the council assuming the presidency 
for the association. The election of 
officers, the formulating of the con- 
stitution, the creation of standing 
committees, the establishing of dues, 
the arranging of places and times of 
meeting, the selection of advisers, and 
the planning of convention programs 
for all student library assistants to 
attend: these are some of the tasks 
that await the action of the council. 
Delegates scheduled the first meeting 
of the council and the librarians for 


(Continued on page 24) 
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Dewey Decimal Limitation 
Nation-Wide Survey by the 
Technical Processes Committee 
Errie N. LAPLANTE, Chairman 


A classification limitation of either 
one- or two-decimals was the prefer- 
ence indicated by 500 librarians who 
checked a questionnaire of eleven 
sample classifications selected from 
subject areas which were most likely 
to need decimal differentiation. Five 
of these sample subject areas received 
more votes for limiting the classifi- 
cation number to one decimal or less. 

These subject fields were: Central 
America (Guatemala, etc.}; Flower- 
ing plants (Trees, etc.); Nuclear 
physics (Radio activity, etc.); Public 
health (Safety, ete.); Theatrical pro- 
duction (Radio, etc.). 

The votes indicated that six of the 
sample subject areas need two-deci- 
mal classification numbers—very few 
librarians indicated a preference for 
three decimals. These two-decimal 
subject fields were: Aeronautics (Air- 
plane design, etc.); Electrical engi- 
neer (Television, etc.); European his- 
tory (20th century, World War II, 
etc.); Guidance (Vocational etc.); 
Social organization (Ethnic groups, 
etc.); Twentieth century U. S. (Post- 
war U. S., 1945-, etc.). 

The results of this survey show a de- 
sire for simple classifications for school 
libraries. The discussions during 
the Technical Processes Committee 
meetings during the June ALA con- 
vention emphasized this trend in a 
resolution to have a simplified Dewey 
classification worked out to fit the 


needs of the 70,000 elementary and. 


the 8,585 high school libraries of the 
United States. 





“Freedom to Read” reprint from 
Wilson Bulletin, Sept., 1953, is avail- 
able for distribution. Up to 100 
copies will be supplied without charge 
to any library. Write: Wilson Library 
Bulletin, 950 University Avenue, New 
York 52. 
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University of Oregon Expands 
Program for School Librarians 


With the appointment of Miss 
Eleanor Ahlers as assistant professor 
in Library Science this fall, the Uni- 
versity of Oregon is offering an ex- 
panded program in the training of 
school librarians. The course has been 
set up with the cooperation of the Li- 
brary and the School of Education. 
Dr. Carl Hintz, Librarian, believes 
that this pattern of organization will 
aid in developing a worthwhile pro- 
gram. Dr. Paul Jacobson, Dean of 
Education, has announced that stu- 
dents may earn either a major or a 
minor in Library Science as part of 
their teacher training program. 

Miss Ahlers comes from the state of 
Washington where she has recently 
been high school librarian as well as 
Supervisor of School Libraries in 
Everett. Her under-graduate work 
was done at the University of Denver. 
She has taught similar courses for 
school librarians at the University of 
Wyoming and San Jose State College 
during summer sessions. 

Miss Ahlers served as the first state 
president of Washington School Li- 
brary Association in 1950-51, and is 
intensely interested in the newly 
formed association, Department of 
School Librarians of the Oregon Edu- 
cation Association in Oregon. She 
plans to attend many educational 
and library conferences in the state 
this year, in order that she may be- 
come better acquainted with school 
librarians and their problems. 





Agnes Kranup, Supervisor, School 
Library Services, Pittsburgh Schools, 
has issued a new reading list, Good 
Reading for You; A List for Junior 
and Senior High School Students. 
The list is designed to guide boys 
and girls to better reading; it is not 
to be considered a required reading 
list. Available for fifty cents from 
the Board of Public Education, Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. 
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AASL COMMITTEES 


RACHAEL W. DeANGELO 


Executive Secretary 


The following 229 AASL members 
from all parts of the country are mak- 
ing a significant contribution to the 
Association by serving on the various 
AASL and ALA committees as listed 
below. The response to our invita- 
tions to assist in the work has been 
magnificent. There is still need for 
more members to serve on the seven- 
teen standing and three special com- 
mittees engaged in activities of vital 
interest and concern to our organiza- 
tion and to the school library profes- 
sion. If by some chance you volun- 
teered and have not been used, it is 
definitely an oversight and our loss. 
Please understand how this could 
happen, and write us again. We need 
YOU. 


AUDIO-VISUAL COMMITTEEF: 
To serve as an advisory committee 
to which matters concerning audio- 
visual materials in school libraries are 
referred; to keep informed on recent 
developments in the field and report 
to the membership; to work with oth- 
er ALA and AASL committees and 
other groups interested in audio-vis- 
ual materials. Chairman, Ira J. Pes- 
kind, Wright Junior Collge, 3400 N. 
Austin, Chicago 34, Ill. (1956); Olive 
DeBruler (1955); Mrs. Mary Peacock 
Douglas (1956); Mary Jane Richeimer 
(1954); Margaret Roser (1956); Mar- 
garet I. Rufsvold (1956); Margaret 
Winger (1956); Ethel Wood (1955); 
C. Walter Stone (1956). 


BUDGET COMMITTEE: To re- 
ceive and examine the financial re- 
ports of the Division; to assist in pre- 
paring the yearly budget; to report on 
an estimate of receipts and expendi- 
tures to the Board; to report at the 
annual meeting on the status of the 
Association’s finances. Chairman, Mrs. 
Lucile Raley, Consultant in Library 
Services, Waco Public Schools, Waco, 
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Texas (1954); Mrs. Alice Brooks Mc- 
Guire (1954); Nancy Jane Day 
(1955); Margaret Rehring (1954). 


COMMITTEE ON COM MIT- 
TEES: (Created June 1953) Tentative 
functions: To consider and recom- 
mend establishment of new commit- 
tees; to formulate proposed functions 
of new committees; to channel perti- 
nent committee information within 
the organization, within ALA, and 
also to other agencies; to evaluate 
committee work; to secure suggestions 
from the membership for committee 
members; to study suggestions and 
make recommendations for committee 
appointments. Chairman, Alice N. 
Fedder, University High School, Uni- 
versity of Illinois, Urban, Ill. (1956): 
Loren Allen (1955); Winifred An- 
drews (1956); Mary Blair (1954); Mrs. 
June Labb Miller (1956); Beatrice 
Paddock (1955); Helen B. Lewis 
(1955); Louise F. Rees (1954). 


CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE: 
To consider amendments to the Con- 
stitution and By-Laws and to make 
recommendations to the Association 
in accordance with provisions of the 
Constitution, Article VII. Chairman, 
H. Jean Anderson, Coordinator of 
School Libraries, Board of Education, 
15911 Aldersyde Drive, Shaker 
Heights 20, Ohio (1954); Mrs. Ruth 
Evans Babcock (1954); Ruby Ethel 
Cundiff (1954) C. Irene Hayner 
(1954); Mary Lee Keath (1956); Helen 
R. Sattley (1954); Mrs. Alice F. Stur- 
gis (1956); Agnes Krarup (1956). 


ELECTIONS COMMITTEE: To 
receive and tabulate the votes of the 
Association members in the annual 
election of officers. Chairman, Mary 
Frances McManus, Supervisor of High 
School Libraries, Chicago Public 
Schools, Board of Education, 221 No. 


13 





LaSalle St., Chicago 1, Ill.; Bonnie 
Bonthron; Mrs. Lillian Boula; Mary 
Ann Swanson; Helen Wurtzbach. 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Li- 
BRARIES COMMITTEE: To pub- 
licize need for and value of elemen- 
tary school libraries, to work with 
state elementary school library com- 
mittees; to provide information help- 
ful in planning elementary school li- 
braries; to act as a coordinating agen- 
cy among the various agencies con- 
cerned with establishing library service 
in elementary schools. Chairman, 
Lois Fannin, Supervisor, Library Serv- 
ices, Long Beach Public Schools, 715 
Locust Ave., Long Beach 13, Cal. 
(1954); Hazelle M. Anderson (1955); 
Jessie E. Boyd (1954); Susan Caldwell 
(1956); Genevieve E. Fancher (1956); 
Evelyn Hill (1954); Mrs. Lois Mc- 
Alister Pilson (1956); Irene Pollard 
(1954); Crystal McNally (1956); Mrs. 
Lucile Raley (1954); Mrs. Eleanor W. 
Simmons (1956); Marion L. Welken 
(1956). 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE: Tentative functions: 
To develop international cooperation 
and understanding among school li- 
brarians; to stimulate interest in 
school libraries abroad; to investigate 
an exchange program for school li- 
brarians; to compile a roster of school 
librarians in other countries; to as 
sist in entertaining international 
school librarians visiting this country. 


Chairman, Jean Lowrie, Campus 
School Library, Western Michigan 
College of Education, Kalamazoo, 


Mich. (1956); James P. Carter (1954); 
Anna Cebrat (1954); Nelle McCalla 
(1956); Mary Silverthorn (1955); 
Nora E. Beust. 


MAGAZINE EVALUATION 
COMMITTEE: To gather data on 
new developments in the magazine 
world; to evaluate new and old mag- 
azines in terms of their usefulness in 
school libraries; to prepare selected 
lists of magazines for special purposes 
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and to arrange for their publication. 
Chairman, Doris M. Cole, School Li- 
brary Supervisor, Massena, N.Y. 
(1954); Mrs. Irene Davis (1956); 
Mabel E. Jackman (1954); Gertrude R. 


James (1954); Ann Loucks (1954); 
Madeleine Mosimann (1956); Mar- 


garet M. Shulze (1954); Alice Stoeltz- 
ing (1954); Mrs. Florence Vaughn 
(1954). 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: 
To increase membership in ALA and 
AASL,; to interest all school librarians 
and friends of school libraries in their 
national professional organization; to 
prepare and distribute promotional 
material. Chairman, Sara Jaffarian, 
Director of Libraries, Greensboro 
Public Schools, 501 Asheboro  St., 
Greensboro, N.C. (1956). For a list 
of members see subsection under 
“Membership.” 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 
To nominate candidates for elective 
positions in accordance with the By- 
Laws, Article III. Chairman, Alice 
Lohrer, University of Illinois Library 
School, Urbana, Ill. .(1954); Helen 
Cashman (1954); Mrs. Florence Pick- 
ett Foltz (1954); Mary Love (1954); 
Jean Lowrie (1954). 


PLANNING SCHOOL LIBRARY 
QUARTERS COMMITTEE: To 
work with other agencies to promote 
school libraries as a necessity for a 
good educational program; to provide 
superintendents, architects, and librar- 
ians withconcrete suggestions on school 
library quarters and equipment. 
Chairman, Raymond G. Erbes, Jr., Li- 
brarian, Reavis High School, Oak 
Lawn, Ill. (1955); Gertrude Coward 
(1955); Marie Gorman (1955); Mate 
Graye Hunt (1954); Gertrude Jen- 
nings (1954); Virginia McJenkin 
(1955); Ariel Stephens (1954); M. 
Bernice Wiese (1955); Kathryn 5S. 
Wilkins (1955); Arline Young (1955): 
Ingrid Miller (1956). 
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PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE: To interpret the ob- 
jectives, functions, and program of 
school library service to other profes- 
sional groups responsible for the edu- 
cation and welfare of children and 
young people; to interpret the objec- 
tives and program of work of AASL to 
these groups; to seek opportunities for 
AASL and these other organizations 
to identify common interests, areas of 
work and problems, and to develop 
ways of working at them together. 
Chairman, Fannie Schmitt, Florence 
State Teachers College, Florence, Ala. 
(1954); Christine B. Gilbert (1956); 
Mary Gaver (1956); Elvajean Hall 
(1956); Leona M. Hough (1954); 
Louise Meredith (1954); Mrs. Fran- 
ces Lander Spain (1954). 


PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE: 
To examine manuscripts submitted 
to the committee by the ALA Publish- 
ing Department and make _ recom- 
mendations to the Department on the 
advisability of publishing them; to 
initiate plans for new publications 
considered useful and desirable for 
school libraries. Chairman, Dorothy 
Schumacher, Librarian, Lane Techni- 
cal High School, 2501 Addison St., 
Chicago, Ill. (1954); Nancy Jane Day 
(1954); Louise Galloway (1956); Mar- 
garet Hayes (1954); Mildred Krohn 
(1956); Priscilla Lantz (1954); Jean E. 
Nelson (1956); Lena L. Archuleta 
(1956). 


RECRUITMENT COMMITTEE: 
(Created June 1953) Tentative func- 
tions: To plan and carry out a nation- 
wide program for recruiting for school] 
library work. Chairman, Wilma Ben- 
nett, Librarian, Covina High School, 
Covina, Cal. (1956); Helen Cashman 
(1955); Annabelle Koonce (1954); 
Lottie Lee Lamb (1956); Irene Mar- 
shall (1954); Geneva Travis (1956). 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES EDITORI- 
AL COMMITTEE: To keep the 
membership informed concerning Di- 
visional news through the publication 
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of School Libraries; to encourage 
school librarians to share ideas and 
write articles on worthwhile activities 
undertaken in their libraries. Chair- 
man, Sybil Baird, Librarian, Indian 
Springs School, Route #1, Box 182, 
Helena, Ala. (1954); Mrs. Martha 
Cobb (1954); Ethelyn Flagg (1954); 
Mrs. Mildred Frary (1954); Ida Gould 
(1954); Carrie Pursell (1954); Leah 
Schueren (1956); Irene M. Sherk 
(1954; Mrs. Ruth Waldrop (1954). 


STATISTICS COMMITTEE: To 
determine ways in which school li- 
brarians use school library statistics; 
to evaluate existing statistical forms 
for school libraries; to keep AASL in- 
formed about current and major in- 
vestigations that involve the collection 
of school library statistics; to keep a 
file of school library statistical forms 
and to make these available to school 
librarians. Chairman, Mary Louise 
Mann, Librarian, Arsenal Technical 
Schools, 1500 East Michigan St., In- 
dianapolis 7, Ind. (1956); Reba Boom. 
ershine (1956); James Boula (1956); 
Sara Fenwick (1956); Louise Ried- 
inger (1956); Mrs. Dora Leavitt Hay 
(1956); Mildred Nickel (1956); Mrs. 
Louise Moore Plybon (1954). 


TECHNICAL PROCESSES COM- 
MITTEE: To study simplification of 
classification and cataloging in school 
libraries, and to study publishers’ 
bindings from the point of view of use 
in school libraries. Chairman, Mrs. 
Effie N. LaPlante, Supervisor, Cata- 
loging Section, Division of Libraries, 
Board of Education, 228 No. LaSalle 
St., Chicago, Ill. (1954); Marjorie E. 
Burns (1954); Katherine Gallivan 
(1954); Virginia Drewry (1954); Lou- 
ise L. Hiller (1954); Ruth M. Junkin 
(1954); Frances Kraft (1954); Edith 
I. Stokes (1954); Carolyn Whitenack 
(1954). 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
BOOK SELECTION IN 
SCHOOLS IN A DEMOCRACY: To 
consider the advisability of preparing 


~ 
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a statement on book selection in de- 
fense of liberty in schools in a de- 
mocracy; to make use of the statement 
prepared by the School Libraries Dis- 
cussion Group at the Conference on 
Intellectual Freedom; to make recom- 
mendations as to what further action 
AASL should take in this matter. 
Chairman, Mrs. Grace $. Dunkley, Li- 
brarian, Roosevelt High School, 1200 
East Olive Street, Compton, Cal.; 
Elenora C. Alexander; Blanche Jane- 
cek; Helen Sill; Mrs. Sara Krentzman 
Srygley. 


MINNEAPOLIS CON FERENCE 
COMMITTEE: To provide local as- 
sistance to the President of the Asso- 
ciation in planning and arranging 
for the annual conference. Chairman, 
Ingrid O. Miller, Librarian, Edina- 
Morningside High School, 5701 Nor- 
mandale Road, Minneapolis 10, 
Minn.; Marion Gratz; Naomi E. 
Hokanson; Ruth A. Marfell; Jane 
Strebel. Committee personnel is not 
yet completed. 


STANDARDS COMMITTEE: To 
revise the existing standards for 
school libraries as they appear in 
School Libraries for Today and To- 
morrow. Co-Chairmen, Ruth M. 
Ersted, Supervisor of School Librar- 
ies, Library Division, State Depart- 
ment of Education, St. Paul 1, Minn.; 
Frances Henne, Associate Professor, 
Graduate Library School, University 
of Chicago, Chicago 37 (on leave 
Sept. 1953-Sept. 1954). Committee per- 
sonnel is not yet completed. 


Division Representatives 


AASL Representative on AACTE 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
ON COLLEGIATE PROBLEMS IN 
TEACHER EDUCATION: Mrs. Lois 
T. Place, Director of School Libraries, 
Board of Education, 467 West Han- 
cock, Detroit 1, Mich. 


AASL_ Representatives on CLA 
NEWBERRY - CALDECOTT 
AWARDS COMMITTEE: Dorothy 
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K. Allen, Elementary Schools, Law- 
rence, N. Y.; Mrs. Alice Brooks Mc- 
Guire, Casis Elementary School, Aus- 
tin, Texas; Mary Lee Keath, Board of 
Education, Denver, Col.; Esther E. 
Mason, Southern Junior High School, 
Louisville, Ky.; Eloise Rue, Library 
Science Department, Chicago Teach- 
ers College, Chicago, III. 


AASL_ Representative on ALA 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON LI- 
BRARY WORK AS A CAREER: 
F. Geneva Travis, University School 
Library, Kent State University, Kent, 
Ohio. 


AASL Representatives on NEA 
ALA JOINT COMMITTEE: Louise 
Galloway, Supervisor of School Li- 
braries, State Department of Educa- 
tion, Frankfort, Kentucky (1957): 
Virginia McJenkin, Director, Fulton 
County School Libraries, 332 Central 
Ave., S.W., Atlanta, Ga. 


AASL Representatives on JOINT 
PUBLISHERS LIAISON COMMIT- 
TEE: Marjorie B. Austin, West End 
School, Lynbrook, N. Y. (1955); Mrs. 
Elizabeth S. McClenahan, Fort Ham- 
ilton High School, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
(1954); J. Elizabeth Stafford, Port 
Chester Junior High School, Port 
Chester, N. Y. (1956). 


AASL Representatives on ALA 
E. P. DUTTON-JOHN MACRAE 
AWARD COMMITTEE: Jessie E. 
Boyd, Director, Public School Librar- 
ies, Oakland, Cal.; Margaret Hayes, 
Visiting Professor, Graduate Library 
School, University of Chicago, Chi 
cago, Ill. 


AASL Representatives on ALA 
GROLIER AWARD: Esther V. Bur- 
rin, Librarian, Arsenal ‘Technicai 
High School, Indianapolis, Ind.; Lura 
E. Crawford, Librarian, Oak Park- 
River Forest High School, Oak Park, 
Ill. 


AASL Representative on ALA 
BOARD ON ACQUISITION OF LI- 
BRARY MATERIALS: Virginia 
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Drewry, Director, State Cataloging 
Service, State Department of Educa- 
tion, Atlanta, Ga. (1954). 


AASL Representative on ALA 
BOARD ON EDUCATION FOR LI- 
BRARIANSHIP: Nancy Jane Day, 
Supervisor of School Libraries, State 
Department of Education, Columbia, 
S. C. (1958) (On Fulbright leave in 
Thailand, June 1953-June 1954). 


AASL_ Representative on ALA 
BOOK ACQUISITIONS COMMIT- 
TEE: Margaret V. Girdner, Director, 
Bureau of Texts and Libraries, San 
Francisco, Cal. (1954). 


AASL_ Representative on ALA 
BUILDINGS COMMITTEE: Ray- 
mond G. Erbes, Jr., Reavis High 
School, Oak Lawn, Ill. (1955). 


AASL Representative on ALA 
ELECTIONS COMMITTEE: Ray- 
mond G. Erbes, Jr. 


AASL Representative on ALA 
FEDERAL RELATIONS COMMIT. 
TEE: Anna Clark Kennedy, Super- 
visor of School Libraries, State De- 
partment of Education, Albany, N. Y. 
(1955). 


AASL Representative on ALA 
COMMITTEE ON INTERCUL- 
TURAL ACTION: Mary Helen 
Mahar, Garden City High School, 
Garden City, N. Y. (1955). 


AASL_ Representative on ALA 
COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY 
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES: Mil- 
dred L. Nickel, Director of School Li- 
braries, State Department of Public 
Instruction, Springfield, Ill. (1955). 


AASL Representative on ALA 
STATISTICS COMMITTEE: Mary 
Louise Mann, Arsenal Technical 
High School, Indianapolis, Ind. 
(1954). 


AASL_ Representative on ALA 
SUBSCRIPTION BOOKS COM- 
MITTEE: James Boula, Joliet Town- 
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ship High School & Junior College, 
Joliet, Hl. (1954). 


Committee on Membership 


Chairman, Sara Jaffarian, Director 
of Libraries, Greensboro Public 
Schools, 501 Asheboro St., Greens- 
boro, N. C. (1956) 

Regional Chairmen: 

Region I: Elizabeth Bean, Peck Li- 
brary, Norwich Free Academy, Nor- 
wich, Conn. 

Region II: Virginia H. Shaver, W. C. 
Mepham High School, Bellmore, 
N. Y. 

Region III: Co-Chairmen, Mrs. Jessie 
Cannon, Greenville Junior High 
School, Greenville, S. C.; Emily 
Copeland, A & M College, Talla- 
hassee, Florida 

Region IV: Ruby Martz, 827 East 
Symmes, Route 4, Norman, Okla- 
homa 

Region V: Mrs. Betty Carlin, Green- 
lee School, 12th & Lipan, Denver, 
Colorado 

Region VI: Mrs. Mary Isabelle Wood, 
3055 N. Meridian St., Indianapolis 
8, Indiana 

Region VII: Olga Sliper, Ballard 
High School, Seattle 7, Washington 

Region VIII: Helen Iredell, Wilson 
High School, Long Beach 4, Cali- 
fornia 

State Chairmen: 

Alabama: Mrs. Viola Holder, Mar- 
shall City High School, Gunters- 


-ville; Mrs. Carrie C. Robinson, 
State Department of Education, 
Montgomery 
Arizona: Dorothy F. Burge, West 


Phoenix High School, 19th Ave. & 
Thomas Rd., Phoenix 

Arkansas: Florine Jordan, Magnolia 
High School, Magnolia 

California: Marjorie Schramling, Los 
Angeles High School, 4600 W. 
Olympia Blvd., Los Angeles 


Colorado: Constance Ahlin, 1234 
Washington St., Denver 
Connecticut: Mary Baker, Lyman 


Hall High School, Wallingford 
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Delaware: Margaret Campbell, 818 
W. 10th St., Wilmington 

District of Columbia: Lucille Car- 
mack, Theodore Roosevelt High 
School, 4301 13th Street, N.W., 
Washington 11 

Florida: Sara Bell, Director of In- 
structional Materials, Bay County 
Public Schools, 721 Magnolia Ave., 
Panama City; Mrs. Dorothy L. San- 
ford, 1855 N.W. 71st St., Miami 47 

Georgia: Mrs. Dorothy Blake, Decatur 
High School, N. McDonough St., 
Decatur; Mrs. Clarice Jones Alston, 
263 Bowen Circle, $.W., Apt. 1, At- 
lanta 

Idaho: Mrs. Martha M. Guenther, 
Idaho State College, Pocatello 

Illinois: Blanche Aust, 5004 West End 
Avenue, Chicago 44 

Indiana: Ida May Langston, 2045 
Ohio Ave., Gunnersville 

Iowa: Lauretta G. McCusker, Iowa 
State Teachers College, Cedar Falls 

Kansas: Dorothy M. Comin, 308 N.E. 
9th St., Abilene 

Kentucky: Mrs. Harry W. Paxton, 
Shelbyville High School, Shelbyville 

Louisiana: Jane Carstens, Hamilton 


Training School Library, S.L.I. 
Lafayette 
Maine: Ann Marston, Cony High 


School, Augusta 

Maryland: Anna E. Fehl, Elementary 
School #243, 726 N. Howard St., 
Baltimore 

Massachusetts: Katherine Trickey, 
Swampscott High School, Swamps- 
cott 

Michigan: Elizabeth Rogers, 1152 N. 
Butler, Lansing 

Minnesota: Colette Hamm, 1017 
Pokegama Ave., North, Grand Rap- 
ids 

Mississippi: Annabelle Koonce, School 
Library Supervisor, State Depart- 
ment of Education, Jackson 

Missouri: Edna E. Bothe, Director of 
Field Services, Missouri State Li- 
brary, State Office Building, Jeffer- 
son City 

Montana: Elza Huffman, Senior High 
School, 425 Grand Ave., Billings 
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Nebraska: 


Catherine Glade, Senior 
High School, Grand Island 


Nevada: Thelma Flavin, Montello 
School, Montello 

New Hampshire: Florence D. Derr, 
Central High School, Manchester 

New Jersey: Helen Heermans, George 
Washington Junior High School, 
Ridgewood 

New Mexico: Nancy B. Trammel, 
Highlands High School, 4700 E. 
Coal, Albuquerque 

New York: Eleanor Phillips, New 
Hartford Central School, New 
Hartford 

North Carolina: Vernelle Gilliam, 
Boyden High School, Lincolnton 
Rd., Salisbury 

North Dakota: Herbert Earhart, 114 
9th Street, Fargo 

Ohio: Ruth M. Busseer, 1500 Brown 
Street, Apt. 3, Dayton 9 

Oklahoma: Mrs. Vera Hall, Edmond 
High School, Edmond 

Oregon: Lottie Lee Lamb, Eugene 
High School, Eugene 

Pennsylvania: Margaret G. Graham, 
High School, W. Leamy Ave., 
Springfield, Delaware County 

Rhode Island: Annise Kane, Classical 
High School, 124 Pond St., Provi- 
dence 3 

South Carolina: Carrie Moore, Ander- 
son Junior High School, 1200 E. 
River, Anderson; Evelyn Eunice 
King, 310 Echols St., Greenville 

South Dakota: To be appointed 

Tennessee: Leneil Edwards, 4205 Gal- 
latin Road, Nashville 

Texas: Deurene Morgan, Director of 
School Libraries, 1500 N. Depot, 
Victoria 

Utah: Mrs. Jennie Whitby, Junior 
High School, Cedar City 

Vermont: Edward Bodurtha, High 
School, Brattleboro 

Virginia: Virginia Ruff, 415 Bedford 
Ave., Bedford 

Washington: Grace Crumpacker, Ho- 
quiam Junior-Senior High School, 
Hoquiam 


(Continued on page 23) 
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MIDWINTER MEETING 
Morrison Hotel, Chicago, Feb. 2-6, 1954 


The following tentative schedule of meetings will be of interest to the 


AASL membership: 


Wednesday, Feb. 3, 10 A.M.-12 Noon—Meeting of the ALA Executive Board 


and Division officers 


Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2:30-5 P.M.—Meeting of Local AASL Planning Commit- 
tee for Minneapolis Conference (with AASL Board) 


Wednesday, Feb. 3, 8:30-10 P.M.—Closed meeting of AASL Board of Di- 


rectors 


Thursday, Feb. 4, 10:00 A.M.-12 Noon—ALA Council Meeting 
Thursday, Feb. 4, 2:30-5 P.M.—ALA Council Meeting 


Thursday, Feb. 4, 8:30-10:00 P.M.—AASL Board of Directors meeting with 
Councilors, State Assembly members and Committee chairmen 


Friday, Feb. 5, 8:00 A.M.—Breakfast meeting of State School Library Super- 


visors 


Friday, Feb. 5, 10:00 A.M.-12 Noon—ALA Council Meeting 


Friday, Feb. 5, 2:30-5:00 P.M.—City and County School Library Supervisors 


meeting 


Friday, Feb. 5, 8:30-10 P.M.—Meetings of AASL Committees 


Saturday, Feb. 6, 


10:00 A.M.-12 Noon—AASL 


Business Meeting 


Saturday, Feb. 6, 1:00 P.M.—AASL Board of Directors Luncheon Meeting 


Insofar as possible, the AASL meetings have been concentrated in the 
latter part of the week for the convenience of members. We urge all Board 
members, Councilors, State Assembly members, and Committee members to 


make a special effort to attend. 





Grolier Society Award 


Do you have suggestions of librari- 
ans who should be considered for the 
Grolier Society Award which ALA 
will select? This annual award of 
5500 and a scroll or plaque recogniz- 
ing the achievements of the recipient 
will be given to “a librarian in a com- 
munity or in a school who has made 
an unusual contribution to the stim- 
ulation and guidance of reading by 
children and young people.” 

Chairman of the ALA Special 
Committee on the Grolier Society 
Award is Harriet Carter, Indiana 


December 1953 


State Library, Indianapolis. Serving 


with her are the following: Mrs. 
Blanche Brauneck, Nathan Straus 


Branch Library, New York; Miss Elsie 
Dobbins, Free Public Library, Mont- 
clair, New Jersey; Miss Esther Burrin, 
Arsenal Technical High School, In- 
dianapolis, Indiana; Miss Lura E. 
Crawford, Oak Park-River Forest High 
School Library, Oak Park, Illinois. 
Plans and procedure for selection of 
the librarian to receive the award are 
being developed by the committee. 
Details will be available trom the 
committee chairman as soon as they 
are completed. 
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CONNECTICUT SCHOOL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


By ANN PAUL 


Librarian, Watertown High School, Watertown, Connecticut 


Women like to talk, or so goes the 
saying, and women librarians are no 
exception, especially the members of 
the Connecticut School Library As- 
sociation. As a matter of fact, how- 
ever, they weren’t getting much 
chance to talk to one another. Every 
time they had a meeting they sat in 
silence, suffering to be sure, while a 
speaker addressed them. Maybe the 
speakers did speak words of wisdom, 
but they wanted a chance just to 
speak words to one another, to toss 
the conversational ball around with 
other librarians, to share experiences, 
to exchange remedies, to gripe to oth- 
thers who’d understand. That’s the 
way they felt, but they didn’t do any- 
thing about it—except sigh wistfully 
at the thought of a real discussion 
about practical, down-to-earth prob- 
lems, not theories. 


They didn’t, that is, until a ball of 
fire named Marylyn Davis became 
president of the Connecticut School 
Library Association and decided that 
the time to act had arrived. She 
wheedled, cajoled, insisted, threat- 
ened, in short, she tried everything in 
the book until she had a sizable group 
behind her. 

Plans were made, unmade, remade. 
Nothing seemed to fit more than one 
person’s idea of what the weekend— 
for it was going to be a weekend— 
should be. Gradually, a small amount 
of order was achieved, and the mem- 
bers of the planning committee, actu- 
ally the Executive Board of the or- 
ganization, settled down to work in 
earnest. 

The place would be the Castle Inn, 
at Old Saybrook, quiet, secluded, 
ideal for clear thinking, what with 
the sea view and all. The time, Fri- 
day and Saturd-y, May 22 and 23. 
The program? Ah, there was the rub! 
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Finally, with the quietly expert help 
of Rheta Clark, School Library Con- 
sultant for the state, the program was 
set up. It would begin with dinner 
on Friday evening, with an hour or 
so of films and film strips following. 
Then on Saturday morning, after 
breakfast, there would be a business 
meeting, a panel discussion devoted 
to public relations, lunch, another dis- 
cussion about methods of library in- 
struction, a third period during which 
new books would be discussed, and a 
tea to conclude the workshop. 


Now for the results. About 30 
school librarians attended. Informal- 
ity was the keynote. After all, have 
you ever tried being dignified while 
eating a broiled lobster The show- 
ing of films and filmstrips on library 
techniques and Connecticut schools 
elicited pungent remarks from the 
viewers, who were by no means sure 
that the “experts” know it all. If that 
evening proved anything, it was that 
some of the best spontaneous humor 
on the Atlantic coast can be credited 
to those horrible, serious school li- 
brarians. 

After breakfast on Saturday, the 
business meeting was held, but it 
failed to dampen the spirits of the li- 
brarians, who promptly voted to move 
outdoors for the first of the discussion 
groups. And so, with librarians 
perched on stones, on steps, on sand, 
on pieces of driftwood, with the sun 
dancing on the waves, a cool breeze 
ruffling the hair but not the spirits, 
the ladies heard about public rela- 
tions. 

Priscilla Rhodehamel and Virginia 
Lord were nominally in charge, the 
nominally being necessary because 
once the ideas began flowing, neither 
Virginia’s calm nor Priscilla’s brisk- 
ness could stop them. How about a 
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page in the local newspaper devoted 
to school news? We act out provoca- 
tive portions of books. It seems to 
bring the young people into the li- 
brary. (This last from quiet Frances 
Peck.) Have you ever tried three di- 
mensional book jackets? You cut the 
figures out and stick them on the 
ends of long pins. Large pieces of 
cardboard make good portable bulle- 
tin boards. We paste book jackets and 
blurbs on cardboards and staple them 
together like a book. And on, and 
on, and on, one suggestion bringing 
forth several more. 


The panel discussion about meth- 
ods of library instruction—among the 
methods mentioned were individual 
help; personal contact with the stu- 
dent without specific instruction; let- 
ting the teacher of the class do the 
actual instructing, the librarian act- 
ing as the source of information— 
followed lunch, during which, of 
course, more opinions were ex- 
changed. 





Then came the chance to browse 
among books, hundreds of them, some 
supplied by Wallingford’s Mary Baker 
and Virginia Dooley, and _ others 
brought by Rheta Clark. Notes were 
taken. Questions were asked. Infor- 


‘mation was given. Then Mary Baker 


held everyone’s attention with her 
brief, meaty book reviews. 

Then came tea and a chance to see 
more books, for the lower grades this 
time. 


Does it sound ideal? It wasn’t. 
Tempers flared; plans fell through; 
people failed to do what they’d prom- 
ised; some people tried to monopolize 
the conversation; others said too little. 
You know the way it is. 

Would they do it again? By all 
means, yes! They found that their 
own conversations were more interest- 
ng and stimulating to them than even 
the best of inspirational speakers. 
They learned that “do-it-yourself” 
can apply to more than just home 
carpentry books. 
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New Position 
Created in North 
Carolina 





CELESTE JOHNSTON 


Miss Celeste Johnston assumed her 
duties September 1, 1953 as Assistant 
State School Library Adviser in the 
North Carolina Department of Pub- 
lic Instruction. She will work with 
the present State School Library Ad- 
viser, Miss Cora Paul Bomar. Prior to 
her present position, the new assistant 
was librarian in the Charlotte City 
Schools. She is a graduate of Woman's 
College of the University of North 
Carolina and is completing work to- 
ward a Masters in School Librarian- 
ship at the University of North Caro- 
lina. Miss Johnston is a member of 
the American Library Association, the 
National Education Association, state 
and regional library and »education 
organizations, and Phi Beta Kappa So- 
ciety. 
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LIBRARY DISCUSSION AT A.A.S.A. CONVENTION 


One of the most important discus- 
sions to be held next February at the 
Atlantic City Convention of the 
American Association of School Ad- 
ministrators will be the one entitled, 
“Superintendents Look Anew at 
School Library Service.” 

Superintendent B. L. Smith, Greens- 
boro, N. C., whose article in the Feb- 
ruary 1952 issue of the American Li- 
brary Association Bulletin has been 
reprinted and widely distributed, will 
be chairman of the group. 

Two main speakers will present the 
subject: Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, 
Supervisor of Library Service, Ral- 
eigh City Schools, and formerly Li- 
brary Advisor, State Department of 
Public Instruction, Raleigh, N. C.; 
and Dr. Virgil Rogers, Department ol 
Education, Syracuse University, Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., and formerly Superintend- 
ent of Schools, Battle Creek, Michi- 
gan. 

The following interrogators have 
accepted appointment to the panel: 
Mrs. Alice Brooks McGuire, President 
of the American Association of School 
Librarians, Casis Elementary School, 
Austin, Texas; Miss Christine B. Gil- 
bert, Director of Public Relations and 
Adult Education, Manhasset Public 
Schools, Manhasset, New York; Miss 
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Nora Buest, Library Specialist, U. S. 


Office of Education, Washington, 
D. C.; Mr. James Tyler, Principal 
Yorktown Elementary School, Arling- 
ton, Virginia; Miss Shirley Cave, 
Classroom ‘Teacher, Milton, Massa- 
chusetts; Miss Elizabeth McComorty, 
Classroom Teacher and Director of 
Radio Education, Quincy, Massachu- 
setts; Mrs. Rachel DeAngelo, Execu- 
tive Secretary, American Association 
of School Librarians, American Li- 
brary Association, Chicago, Illinois; 
and Dr. Howard Dawson, Director of 
Rural Service and Executive Secretary 
Department of Rural Education, Na- 
tional Education Association, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

All those who attend the meeting 
will have an opportunity to partici- 
pate in the general discussion. 

The topic should have a particular 
appeal for all superintendents who 
expect to erect new buildings, manu. 
facturers and purchasers of library 
equipment, publishers of books and 
suppliers of other instructional mate- 
rials, librarians and those who train 
them, and school personnel who will 
use library services. 

The discussion will take place 
Wednesday, 2:30 P. M., February 17, 
1954. The place of the meeting will 
be designated in the official program 
of the A.A.S.A. 





Virginia Work Conference 


The fifth annual school library con- 
ference sponsored jointly by the Long- 
wood College Department of Library 
Science and the School Library and 
Teaching Material Section of District 
D of the Virginia Library Association 
will take place at Longwood College, 
Farmville, Virginia, on Saturday, 
April 3, 1954. Mrs. Mildred G. Blatt- 
ner, Librarian, Arlington County Li- 
brary, will speak on School Library— 
Public Library Cooperation. 
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Minnesota Memorial Scholarship 


The Minnesota Association of 
School Librarians is planning to es- 
tablish a scholarship fund in memory 
of Blanche Thompson, who was li- 
brarian at Jefferson Junior High 
School at the time of her death 
on August 2nd. This scholarship 
will be available to school library stu- 
dents at the University of Minnesota 
Library School and _ contributions 
may be sent to Miss Janet Lockhart, 
West High School Library, Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota. 
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CITY AND COUNTY SCHOOL LIBRARY SUPERVISORS 
To Meet at ASCD Conference in Los Angeles 


Sunday, March 7, 1954 
3:00 to 


6:00 pm. AFTERNOON SESSION—Women’s University Club, 540 So. 


Catalina 
Topic: 


The Library—A Materials Center 


Speaker: Mrs. Rachael DeAngelo, Executive Secretary, American 
Association of School Librarians 
Panel Discussion (Members to be announced) 


5:00 p.m. BUFFET SUPPER 


Send reservations with check for $2.35 to: 


Chairman 





Elizabeth O. Williams, Supervisor « 


Library and Textbook Section 
1205 West Pico Blvd. 
Los Angeles 15, Calif. 
Transportation—No. 3 car on Fifth Street to Catalina 
Wilshire Bus to Catalina 


Thursday, March 11 Visits to school libraries in Los Angeles and vicinity 


Exhibits: ALA-AASL exhibit of professional materials. 
Curriculum and supervisory materials. 


(Continued from page 18) 


West Virginia: Susanna Rose, Stone- 
wall Jackson High School, Charles- 
ton 

Wisconsin: Margaret J. Moss, Super- 
visor of School Libraries, Board of 
Education, 1601 N. Sherman Ave., 
Madison 

Wyoming: Rose Mary Malone, 732 S. 
Park St., Casper 

Maritime Provinces: Mrs. Myra C. 
Vernon, Provincial Dept. of Educa- 
tion, Box 578, Halifax 

Ontario: Margaret Fraser, Galt Col- 
legiate Institute, Galt 

Quebec: Frances M. Dumaresque, 
Commercial High School, 125 Sher- 
brooke St. West, Montreal 

\laska: Joanne Lind, Box 531, Seward 

Hawaii: Mrs. Aileen Perlstein, Kapa- 
lama School, 1601 N. School St., 
Honolulu 
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(Continued from page 10) 

tages of having small group meetings 
and know they can meet more often 
on a regional basis. They know that 
students participate in discussions 
more readily in small groups. On the 
other hand, they know what can be 
accomplished by joining hands with 
all the student assistants in the state. 
They are looking forward to hearing 
outstanding speakers that they would 
not be able to obtain on a regional 
basis. Some have gone so far as to 
begin speculating on a name. Who 
knows—by the time someone has 
come up with a name that clicks with 
everybody, a state student assistants’ 
organization will probably have been 
formed to go along with it. 
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Music for the Elementary School 
Library 


The Gypsy Boy; Call for Figaro; In 
the Gingerbread Castle; Near the 
Walls of Seville; stories and music 
adapted by Kathryn E. Mitchell. The 
Willis Music Co., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

For many years the great standard 
grand operas have been readapted for 
general use. In most cases these at- 
tempts at simplification have failed. 
It is extremely difficult to reset a 
great musical tragedy or comedy for 
high school performers, or the com- 
plicated and extended scores of the 
masters for elementary voices with 
piano. 

Although the task is difficult and 
the results, thusfar, not too success- 
ful, it would be most unwise to hold 
that these great works should only be 
heard as written. To introduce beau- 
tiful melodies in simpler settings is 
no educational sin. 

Kathryn Mitchell has done an ex- 
cellent job in her adaptations of four 
of the most popular operatic works. 
She has selected from these operas the 
melodies which can best be digested 
by the young mind and has set them 
in fine style for pianist of about the 
second grade level. The suggestions 
and simple script given of these stories 
make possible a complete miniature 
performance.—Charles F. Bryan 








If you are an American librarian, 
working with children or young peo- 
ple, Dodd, Mead, and Company in- 
vites you to participate in a contest 
for the best book submitted (either 
fiction or nonfiction) for an Ameri- 
can boy or girl, age nine to sixteen. 
For rules of the contest write: Librar- 
ian Prize Competition, c/o Dodd, 
Mead & Co., 432 
New York 16, N. Y. 


Fourth Avenue, 
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ALA Summer 
Conference 


AASL Steering Committee for the 
A.L.A. meeting in Minneapolis June 
20 to 26, 1954 met in October with 
Mrs. DeAngelo. (For names of com- 
mittee members, see page 16). 

The theme chosen for the meeting 
is: “School Libraries! Prelude to 
knowledge, a free people’s surest 
strength.” 

Arrangements are being made to 
ase the Sheridan Hotel as AASL head- 
quarters during the conference. Spe- 
cific information about this hotel 
and others in the vicinity will be 
published in later issues of School 
Libraries. 





Dutton-Macrae Award For 
Advanced Study 


Information about the $1,000 E. P. 
Dutton-John Macrae Award for Ad- 
vanced Study in the Field of Library 
Work with Children and Young Peo- 
ple, and application forms may now 
be obtained from the chairman of the 
ALA Committee on this award, Mrs. 
Frances Lander Spain, Superintendent 
of Work with Children, The New 
York Public Library, Fifth Avenue 
and 42nd Street, New York 18, New 
York. Open to all librarians con- 
cerned with children and young peo- 
ple through public, school and spe- 
cial libraries. Deadline for applying 
—March 15, 1954. 





(Continued from page 11) 


the twenty-seventh of October at 
three-twenty in the afternoon with the 


‘Library Club of Girls’ Trade and 


Technical High School acting as host- 
esses. At this point the business meet- 
ing was adjourned. The delegates 
gathered round the punch bowl chat- 
ting and munching on cheese snacks 
and assorted cookies baked by South 
Division Library Cadets. 
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